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Scope of Work For National Coastal Assessment Sediment Toxicity Tests

This procurement is for the analysis of up to 2000 samples for sediment toxicity and related
measurements.  A minimum of 50 samples is guaranteed.  Ten-day static acute toxicity tests with
the amphipod Ampelisca abdita shall be conducted in accordance with standard ASTM
guidelines and EPA methods. The period of performance is from 06/01/2003 through
05/31/2006.

The contractor shall supply EPA with a cost estimate on a per sample basis, assuming an
estimated number of samples in the range of 50 to 2000.

A copy of the contractor’s Quality Assurance/Quality Control protocols shall be submitted to the
EPA contract officer prior to the analysis of samples.  The protocols shall conform, at a
minimum, to those specified in the EPA EMAP-Estuaries Laboratory Methods manual. 
Furthermore, acceptable performance in the conduct of these tests shall be demonstrated to the
EPA contract officer prior to the initiation of testing.  At a minimum, control charts of toxicity
results for reference toxicant tests utilizing Ampelisca abdita shall be provided to document
acceptable performance.  The contractor shall agree to allow a QA audit of laboratory and/or data
entry procedures by an authorized agent of EPA at any time following advance notice.

Samples will be collected by EPA, NOAA, and State field crews.  The contractor can expect to
receive a steady stream of samples via Federal Express from early August through the end of
September 2003/2004.  Under no circumstances shall the 30-day holding time be exceeded
before the contractor performs the toxicity tests.  The vendor shall adhere to strict sample
tracking procedures to ensure samples are handled in an expeditious manner.  Details of the
tracking procedure will be negotiated within 10 days of contract award, but shall include, at a
minimum, immediate notification of shipment arrival followed, within 24 hours, by an electronic
listing of the samples received.

Results shall be reported in an electronic format detailed in the MAIA-Estuaries Data Format
Manual (available upon selection).  All data shall be associated with the NCA sample ID
provided with the sample.  The contractor will also provide a hard-copy output of the data files
(i.e., spreadsheets) for the purpose of quality assurance.  The contractor will also include a
written report (and electronic copy, e.g. WordPerfect) detailing the methods used and the results
of Quality Assurance measures.  Any laboratory notes discussing problems encountered shall be
included as an appendix to this report.  A copy of the cover letter which accompanies the results
shall be sent to the EPA Contracting Officer.  Original records, such as laboratory notebooks,
shall be retained for at least three years following final report submission, as they may be
requested to be sent to EPA.  

All testing shall be completed within 40 days of receipt of the last sample.  Data and the report
shall be delivered to EPA within 90 days of receipt of the final sample.  Invoicing can occur upon
completion of all samples, or partial invoicing can occur upon delivery of incremental samples.



The contractor is required to transfer copies of all technical, fiscal, and programmatic files
regarding this contract to the Project Officer.  These files shall be boxed in accordance with
Federal Record Keeping Standards in boxes required by the Records Center and labeled as
“National Coastal Assessment Sediment Toxicity Tests  - Contractor Name / Contract
Number” and contain an internal and external packing slip that identifies the specific contents of
each box.  The external packing slip shall be affixed to the exterior of the box.
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